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11th June 2025 at 1800
Conference Room, Market House/Zoom

Present

Chris Bunyan (Chair), Alistair Christie-Henry, Alistair Laurenson, David Cooper, Graham Booth, John Dally, John Parry, Jim Milne, Jeemie Smith, James Garrick, Jim Anderson Michael Hannah, Mairi Thomson, and Colin Clark. 

Martin Tregonning (member) and Arwed Wenger (member). 

In attendance 

Irene Hamilton (RSM), Lindsay Dougan (SSE Renewables), Eleanor Gear (SCBF Fund Manager) and Emma McKay (SCBF Administration Officer) 

Lawson Bisset (SCBF director nominee for Scalloway)
Sheilagh Smith (SCBF director nominee for Skerries)

Chris Bunyan opened the AGM and welcomed everyone for attending.  

1. Minutes of 2023-24 AGM

Proposed by Alistair Laurenson and Seconded by Alistair Christie-Henry

2. Apologies

Jamie Macbeath and Aileen Brown.

3. Matters Arising

None. 

4. Resignations as directors

None

5a.  Nominations from community councils

At this stage, the meeting agreed Alistair Christie-Henry should chair the meeting.

As per rule 32, the directors from Scalloway, Skerries, Tingwall, Whiteness and Weisdale, Unst, Yell and Whalsay all retire at the AGM and the nominations for the vacant seats are





	
	Nomination
	Proposed
	Seconded

	Scalloway
	Lawson Bisset
	Colin Clark
	John Parry

	Skerries
	Sheilagh Smith
	John Dally
	John Parry

	Tingwall, Whiteness and Weisdale
	Mairi Thomson
	Colin Clark
	Alistair Laurenson

	Unst
	David Cooper
	Graham Booth
	John Parry

	Whalsay
	John Dally
	John Parry
	Alistair Laurenson



There is still a vacancy for Yell  

5b.  Co-option of any directors

SCBF can co-opt up to three directors.  John Dally proposed Chris Bunyan, seconded by John Parry, members agreed unanimously.

Under the rules the officers are elected at the beginning of the management meeting which follows the AGM.  The meeting agreed to nominate a temporary Chair for the rest of the AGM and Chris Bunyan was proposed by Alistair Christie-Henry and seconded by John Dally.  

Chris Bunyan then took over chairing the remainder of the AGM.

6.  Chair’s report

The Chair’s report was circulated prior to the meeting.  Chris Bunyan added that there has been an astonishing amount of work over the year. He thanked the hard work of both staff members and Lindsay for all her advice and guidance throughout the year. 

Report noted.

7. Finances and Accounts for 2023-24

(1) Financial report from Treasurer

Nothing to add from the treasurer on the circulated report. Chris Bunyan thanked Aileen Brown for her work as Treasurer.  Report noted.

(2) Accounts for 2024-25 and any comments from RSM

Irene Hambleton of RSM spoke through the accounts and advised that SCBF were unusual in that they would not show a surplus or a deficit but would show ‘deferred income’ as the funds are committed as grants. She informed directors that the administration may look higher but reassured that these figures included the approved but not yet paid grants. The directors asked her if it was possible to provide a simplified explanation of the accounts, including charts, to make it easier to understand.  She agreed to look into this. 

The adoption of the annual accounts presented by RSM were proposed by Jeemie Smith, seconded by Mairi Thomson and agreed by members.

(3) Appointment of financial advisors for 2025-26

CB proposed RSM as financial advisors and independent accountants for 2025-26 to prepare financial statements in accordance with FRS 102 “The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland” (“FRS 102”) and the requirements of the Cooperative and Community Benefit Societies Act 2014.  Seconded by Alistair Christie-Henry.  No dissent.

8. Questions from members

None

9. Any other business

Lindsay Dougan, the community investment manager from SSE Renewables, wanted to point out what a strong start SCBF has achieved in the first year of the main fund leaving a legacy across all our 18 community councils. She added that what SCBF has accomplished in one year typically takes other communities three to five years to achieve, this demonstrating to other communities what can be achieved by learning from SCBF's approach.

She also wished to express her sincere gratitude to the staff for their hard work and directors for their generous volunteer time. 


AGM closed at 1837 with Chris again thanking all those for attending. 
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